





ISSN 2041-9074 





-—— woo omm 


tin ee arret t d Pet ttt i —— mmm sd y ewe " 7 - idt te 2 = > ^ 
3 X XX. `~ eis - war AE . a —— ~ > 7 uyy gJr - 74> Y ts. g> x z 
* ~ ~ e , L : ; . ; 
EE PESE D RE CR <> <>) | <> x D Sza els : : aS. CERE a: ER A25 à 
; is ^ A DIA Pd T ed TE nt e 
LI J "C 


s ! ! ; : » : : 1 à) dy" 
ae | "M N a NAS m m Se | - ` - - ] " 2i 
= 


$ "Td, 
eoe 0" — 
X 90 9X 9C. 


d CUUSTIRACHTUERUETUSA LER ERRAE EERE AA EAEE E 
E cof LIU S many, m pde g m r > LI 
ety EO | Er prO, Srey pr 
T! p » 3 7 LJ n 4 s n5 > 
. > ed y= 


, 
<> 
on o ee Lodi 


FEX rg ~ =- > 


In Shaykh's Company 


Pearls of Wisdom from Shaykh-ul-Hadith, 
Hadrat Mawlana Muhammad Saleem Dhorat hafizahullah 











Few important Points ¢ oncernin p ' Du | 


Firstly one should remember that du'à is an act of worship and should be 


given an independent status of its own. It should not remain a mere ritual. 


Secondly, one should make du'à after performing all good deeds such as 
salah, recitation of Qur’an, dhikr etc., and also fix a specific time especially 
for du‘a. In du'a, one should adopt humility and ensure that one understands 


what is being asked. The time spent in du'à should be gradually lengthened. 





In the initial stages, the same du'às can be repeated over and over, and in the 
meantime more and more du'as should be memorised. An effort should be 
made to learn those du'às in particular which encompass the general need of 


all the Muslims. 


Thirdly, when making du'à, a person should have a firm faith that he is 
asking from Allah *€ the All-Powerful, and He is able to fulfil every need of 
ours. The chances of being cured from a fatal illness, for instance, may seem 
remote but it should be believed from the depths of the heart that Allah 5& is 
able to cure any illness if He so wished. Hadrat Dr. ‘Abdul Hayy ‘Arifi 5$ (a 
renowned saint) used to say, ‘Does there exist any problem that cannot be 
solved through du‘a?’, and then he would say ‘How can there, when du'à is a 
request made to Allah 5€ for the removal of problems and there is no problem 


on earth whose removal is beyond His ability. ’ 


(Extracted from “The Importance of Du'à' 
published by the Islamic Da‘wah Academy) 








. The Causes of Drought & Calamities 16 
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Editorial 
The Final Moments 


by Shaykh-ul-Hadith Hadrat Mawlana 
Muhammad Saleem Dhorat hafizahullah 





ADT final moments are dependent on how 
he spent his life, what he lived for and what 
his heart remained engrossed in. Accordingly, if a 
person lives a life of disobedience to Allah 36 and is 


preoccupied in worldly pursuits, his last moments 


-— 


end came with him continuously mentioning and 
calculating his business transactions. 


* An incident of another person who remained 
busy in his worldly pursuits, led to him in his final 
moments continually saying, “Have you fed my 
donkey." 


will be whilst engaged in such activities. Similarly, 
a person living a life of obedience to Allah 3, in 
His remembrance and in striving for His Pleasure, 
will find his final moments in acts beloved to 
Allah $. Many incidents are recorded in history 


which bear testimony to this fact, prompting us to 


In contrast, we find amazing incidents of pious 
people who lived a life of piety, engaged in the 
obedience to Allah 45 and toiling for His Pleasure, 


leaving the world in a manner which leaves us in 


reflect on our current state and creating a concern 
regarding our own preparations for departure from 


this world. amazement and wonder. 


Shaykh-ul-Hadith, Hadrat Mawlana Muhammad 


Zakariyya @ has quoted a number of incidents: 


‘Umar ibn ‘Abd-ul-‘Aziz =@ is well known for his 
piety and steadfastness on Din. He established 
justice to such a degree, that the Ummah recognise 


, i] 3 ` t A ! 
Rabi’ ibn Bazzah 99 has narrated that a person him as the fifth rightly guided caliph. Many people 


was in his last moments and the people present 


3 | were gathered around him when his final moments 
encouraged him to recite the kalimah /a ilaha 


AT NER drew near. As he began to cry, someone consoled 
illallah, but he kept repeating (indicating to a glass 


| | ! z him and asked, “Why are you crying? Allah 5$ has 
E e dtoo ge teo revived the Sunnah and established justice through 
* Another person was in his final moments and the 
people around him were repeating the kalimah /a 


ilaha illallàh to prompt him, but he kept saying, 


you." 


Hearing this he began to cry more and said, "Will 
[ not be questioned regarding the rights of the 
people?" He then went on to say, "O Allah! You 
commanded me with certain things regarding which 
[ remained imperfect, and you prohibited certain 


things from which I couldn't restrain myself, but O 


sommes ventures, so much so that performing salah Allāh, I bear witness that You are One, Who has no 
ad oder acts of worship would never come to 


“Ten ten rupees, eleven eleven rupees, twelve 
twelve rupees. 


Hadrat Mufti Muhammad Shafi‘ 4$ has narrated: 


* A salesman used to be always occupied in his 


partner and there is none worthy of worship except 


qud. Donee his final moments, peopleencouraged You.” He then requested all to leave him except his 


ii V recte the kaimah là ilaha illallah, but his attendant saying there are such creations before him 
Bo LSS 
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who were neither jinn nor human. After everyone 
had left, he left this mortal world after reciting the 


following verse of the Glorious Qur’ an: 


This is the home of the Akhirah, which We 
shall assign to those who do not desire pomp 
on earth nor corruption. The (best) outcome 
shall be for those with Taqwa. (28:83) 


The great muhaddith Abū Zur'ah Ẹ was an imam 
in the field of hadith. Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal 5$ 
states regarding him that he knew 600,000 ahadith. 
When his final moments came, the *ulama present 
began discussing how they should encourage him to 
recite the kalimah, as they felt it was disrespectful 
to address him directly. They decided to narrate 
a hadith in his presence. One person initiated the 
hadith with, “Dahhak ibn Makhlad narrated to us 
from *Abd-ul-Hamid ibn Ja‘far who narrated from 
Salih”. He then stopped at this point. Hearing this, 
the great muhaddith began narrating the hadith 
saying, “Bundar narrated to us that Abū “Asim 
narrated to him that ‘Abd-ul-Hamid ibn Ja'far 
narrated to him that Salih ibn Abi “Arib narrated 
to him that Kathir ibn Murrah Al-Hadrami narrated 
to him that Mu‘adh ibn Jabal & narrated that 
Rasulullah 3$ stated, “Whoever’s last words are 
la ilaha illallah....." He then passed away. The 
full hadith is, “Whoever’s last words are la ilaha 
illallah will enter Jannah’. By departing in this 
manner, he practically demonstrated the glad tiding 
mentioned in this hadith. What an amazing death 
Allah 4 granted him! 


These few incidents are a mere drop in the ocean 
from the many great and amazing final moments 
Allah % has granted His special servants, who 
made acquiring His Pleasure the objective of their 
lives. The thought should not cross our minds that 
these were great people of the past who achieved 
such heights. Even in this age, Allah 3€ does not 
deprive His servants who lead a life of servitude 
to Him and remain steadfast in their duties and 


obligations to Him. 





Just this month, my very dear and close 
Barbados, Dr. Muhammad Shafee Nagdi, left this 
mortal world. May Allah 3& grant him forgiveness 
for any shortcomings and elevate his status in the 
hereafter and resurrect him with the Ambiya, the 
Siddiqin, the Shuhada and the Salihin. Amin. 


Dr. Muhammad Shafee Nagdi was my host 


whenever I visited Barbados and was very 
affectionate towards me and showed me much 
love and affection. He was very respectful towards 
the “‘Ulama and Mashayikh and would endeavour 
to serve and bring comfort to them. Almost all 
the prominent Mashayikh who visited Barbados 
during his lifetime have been his guests and his 
manner and behaviour towards them was such that 
he would win their hearts. I was very saddened and 
experienced much grief upon the news. However, 
when his sons narrated to me the details of his final 
moments, | was wonderstruck and experienced 


immense happiness for the way Allah 3 called him 
to his final abode. 


Dr. Muhammad Shafee Nagdi was very steadfast and 
punctual with his a‘māl and ma'mulat (prescribed 
practices). He would for the last forty years wake up 
for tahajjud and complete his ma*mulat. In the last 
few years he was not very mobile, yet he remained 
punctual regarding his daily practices. Even in a 
poor state of health, he would normally wake up 
around lam and engage in tahajjud salah, dhikr 
and du'a until the beginning time of Fajr and then 
perform his Fajr. Thereafter, he would recite Surah 
Yasin and one juz from the Qur’an. He would then 
awaken his wife and son for Fajr salah. br c 


His son, Rafeeq, narrated to me that during his 
father's last night in this world, as per his usual 
practice he attended to his father at lam to assist 
him to perform wudü and seat him in his chair for 
tahajjud, thereafter returning to sleep. Later in the 


morning, he was not awakened by the call of his 


Continued on page 10 
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Just this month, my very dear and close friend in 
Barbados, Dr. Muhammad Shafee Nagdi, left this 
mortal world. May Allah 3& grant him forgiveness 
for any shortcomings and elevate his status in the 


hereafter and resurrect him with the Ambiya, the 
Siddiqin, the Shuhada and the Salihin. Amin. 
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had left, he left this mortal world after reciting the 


following verse of the Glorious Qur'àn: 










This is the home of the Akhirah, which We 
shall assign to those who do not desire pomp 
on earth nor corruption. The (best) outcome 
-4 shall be for those with Taqwa. (28:83) 


^ 


E 
= 
en 
= 
-$ 
= 
22 
22:28 
= 
= 








Dr. Muhammad Shafee Nagdi was my host 
person's final moments are dependent on how The great muhaddith Abu Zur'ah = was an imàm whenever I visited Barbados and was very 
Puit Me what he lived for and what in the field of hadith. Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal $$ ^ affectionate towards me and showed me much 


states regarding him that he knew 600,000 ahadith. 


When his final moments came, the ‘ulama present 


ME n Accordingly, if a love and affection. He was very respectful towards 
the “‘Ulama and Mashayikh and would endeavour 
to serve and bring comfort to them. Almost all 
the prominent Mashayikh who visited Barbados 
during his lifetime have been his guests and his 


manner and behaviour towards them was such that 


end came with him continuously mentioning and 


person lives alite of disobedience to Allah 9$ andis — calculating his business transactions | | 
| EC... » " began discussing how they should encourage him to 
preoccupied in worldly pursuits, his last moments Pals , | ' | 
| | NU "a * An incident of another person who remained recite the kalimah, as they felt it was disrespectful 
will be whilst engaged in such activities. Similarly, Ms. RM. p | 
NE^ y HA busy in his worldly pursuits, led to him in his final to address him directly. They decided to narrate 

a person living a life of obedience to Allah 3&, in | | oh M A 

| | | | moments continually saying, "Have you fed my à hadith in his presence. One person initiated the 
His remembrance and in striving for His Pleasure, a 

donkey. 


will find his final moments in acts beloved to 
Alläh €. Many incidents are recorded in history 
which bear testimony to this fact, prompting us to 
reflect on our current state and creating a concern 
seganding our own preparations for departure from 
tes world 


Shayit-al-Hadith, Hadrat Mawlana Muhammad 
Zakarnyy 9 has quoted a number of incidents: 


In contrast, we find amazing incidents of pious 
people who lived a life of piety, engaged in the 
obedience to Allah 35 and toiling for His Pleasure, 
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by Hadrat Mufti Muhammad ‘shig läh E 
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7. Believe in Allah and His Prophet and spend from the wealth of which Allāh has made you inheritors. 
There shall be a great reward for those of you who believe and spend. 8. Why is it that you do not believe in 
Allah when the Messenger is calling you to believe in your Lord and when Allah has taken a pledge from 
you? (That is) if you want to believe. 9. It is He Who revealed clear verses to His slave to remove you from 
darkness (and bring you) into light. Indeed Allah is Most Compassionate and Most Merciful towards you. 
10. Why is it that you do not spend in Allah's way when the heritage of the heavens and the earth belongs to 
Him? None of you can equal those who spent and fought (in battle) before the conquest (of Makkah). These 
people are greater in status than those who spent and fought after (the conquest of Makkah). However, 
Allah has promised good for all and Allah is informed of what you do. 11. Who is it that will lend to Allah 
a beautiful loan so that Allah may multiply it for him and so that he may have a bounteous reward? 


Believe in Allah and His Prophet and spend Why is it that you do not believe in Allah when 
from the Wealth of Which Allah has made you the Messenger is calling you to believe in your 
inheritors. Lord? 

In the first of the above five verses, Allah 35 
instructs, "Believe in Allah and His Prophet and 
spend from the wealth of which Allah has made you 


Allah 3€ did not leave man on his own but sent the 
Prophet 3€ to call people towards the Oneness of 


Allah 46. However, many still refuse to believe. In 


inheritors.” Allah 36 reminds man that the wealth addition to this, “Allah has (also) taken a pledge 


he now has once belonged to others and that Allah fom vou?” This pledge refers to the pledge of 
3€ had granted it to him. He should therefore spend “alust’. which was discussed in the commentary 


of verses 172 to 174 of Sirah AI-A raf. When this 


pledge was taken, every soul attested to the fact that 
Allah 3$ is their Lord. 


it in a manner that pleases Allah 3$ so that it may 
profit him before it is given to another person. As a 
believer, whatever one spends in the Way of Allah 
% «hall never be wasted because “There shall be 
à great reward for those of you who believe and (That is) if you want to believe. 


pená If people really want to believe, they have no 
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excuses to offer because the proofs have been made 
clear, the signs are manifest and there are answers 
for all their doubts. 


Thereafter, Allah mentions His sending the Prophet 
Ææ and the Qur'àn to mankind. Allah says, “It 
is He (Allah) Who revealed clear verses (of the 
Qur'an) to His slave [the Prophet 33] to remove 
you from darkness [of disbelief and polytheism 
(shirk)] (and bring you) into the light (of Belief and 
Islam). Indeed Allah is Most Compassionate and 
Most Merciful towards you.” Allah 's compassion 


towards man is evident from the many favours that 


He bestows to man. 


Why is it that you do not spend in Allah’s way 
when the heritage of the heavens and the earth 
belongs to Him? 

Allah 36 again encourages people to spend in His 
cause by saying, “Why is it that you do not spend in 
Allah’s way when the heritage of the heavens and 
the earth belongs to Him?” Whatever man spends 
really belongs to Allah %. Allah % is the real 
Owner and Master of all wealth while man is only 
a temporary trustee of this wealth. Man will have to 
leave everything behind when he dies, after which it 
will be the property of another person just as it came 
to him earlier. Eventually, all shall perish to leave 
everything for Allah 35. 


THOSE WHO SPENT BEFORE THE 
CONQUEST OF MAKKAH 


There were many Muslims who spent their wealth 
for Islam before the conquest of Makkah and fought 
for Islam during this period. After the conquest of 
Makkah, Islam grew strong and there was no longer 
a fear that Islam will be vanquished. Allah 3$ says, 
“None of you can equal those who spent and fought 
(in battle) before the conquest (of Makkah). These 
people are greater in status than those who spent and 
fought after (the conquest of Makkah). However, 
Allah has promised good (forgiveness and Heaven) 


for all and Allah is Informed of what you do.” Allah 
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has knowledge of every good deed that a person 
does and shall reward every person even though 
the person may carry out the deed well after the 
conquest of Makkah. 


The sentence “Allah has promised good for all” 
tells us that Allah 3$ has promised Heaven to all the 
Prophet’s Companions (Sahabah) 4. Allah 3€ also 
mentions in Surah At-Tawbah, “The first to lead the 
way, from the Immigrants, the Ansar, and those who 
followed them with sincerity; Allah 3€ is pleased 
with them and they are pleased with Him. He has 
prepared for them such gardens beneath which 


rivers flow, wherein they shall abide forever. This is 
the ultimate success.” (9:100) 


Allah 3$ has promised Heaven to the Prophet’s 
Companions % and has declared that He is pleased 
with them all. However, calling themselves Muslims. 
the rawafid falsify this promise of Allah 8 by 
claiming that all the Prophet’s Companions XS, save 
a few, were disbelievers. Among the “first to lead the 
way" were Sayyiduna Abu Bakr - and Sayyiduna 
‘Umar & both of whom the rawafid hate. 


Who is it that will lend to Allàh a beautiful loan 

so that Allàh may multiply it for him and so that 

he may have a bounteous reward? 

Allàh 3$ is the Creator and Master of man as well 

as the Creator and Master of the wealth that man 

possesses. When man spends his wealth for Allàh's 

Pleasure, Allah 34 refers to it as “a beautiful loan" 
and will greatly multiply the reward for this. Allah 
3€ has no need for man’s wealth and man does only 
himself a favour by spending in worthy courses. The 
wealth Allah 36 asks man to spend belongs to Allah 
3€ and the direct benefit of the spent wealth accrues 
to other men like himself. Despite this, Allàh 3€ 
multiplies the spender’s rewards a minimum of 
seven hundred times and even more if He pleases. 
Giving a “beautiful loan” entails (among other 
factors) spending Halal wealth and spending it 
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by the Final Year Students of Jame ‘ah 
Riyadul ‘Uloom (Islamic Da‘wah Academy) 





A HOME OR A GRAVEYARD 


Sayyidund Ibn ‘Umar È narrates that 
Rasülullah * said, "Perform some of your 
salah in your homes and do not make your 
homes graveyards.” (Muslim) 




















Commentary: When we look into the Qur’an and 
Ahadith, we realise that every single part of the 
creation of Allah 36 has an element of life and death. 
Allah % says in Qur’an: “Every object glorifies 
Allah, however, you are unable to understand 
their glorification.” (17:44) In addition to this, the 
foundation and true essence of life lies in the Dhikr 
(Remembrance) of Allah %. For this reason until 
and unless there is a single person on this earth who 
remembers Allah 36, the Day of Qiyamah will not 
take place. 


When a person visits the graveyard, he will realise 
that the deceased do not perform salah nor are they 
in the Dhikr of Allah 3$. Hence, Rasülullah 3$ has 
exhorted us to perform nafl salah at home too so 
that it does not resemble the graveyard wherein its 


residents (i.e. the deceased) do not perform salah. 


If we adorn our homes with the Dhikr of Allah and 

salah, our homes will become city-like; welcoming 

the living. On the other hand, if we are neglectful 1n 

this regard, our homes will become a residence for 

the deceased. Rasiilullah 3$ says in another hadith, 
The similitude of that house wherein the 


Remembrance of Allah takes place and that 
house wherein the Remembrance of Allah does 


SONS FROM HADITH 


> ere 


: aa! Ba MEER iu i 
lu i i B Hoe E jets HEN 
itd 


in a 
d LEE Legis aaa! = fue Mire e iti din: 


" » 
-* -" m - - — - " n E 
- 
ef i |. . ~ 1 
E ^A i H i 
SA T Ahtee & i 
>- 2232. boed oed 
- ~ , 
"wwe ee ee 
[4 " 
n TI Y ' " 
c H o 1 x M 
T * 
n t 


not take place is like the living and the dead. 
(Muslim) 


Finally, my respected Shaykh-ul-Hadīth, Hadrat 
Mawlana Muhammad Saleem Dhorat hafizahullāh 
very beautifully quotes, “Learn to talk to Allāh 3 
regarding all your affairs: you will always remain 
connected to Him.” 


Whether we are in the masjid or at home, before 
every action converse with Allah 3$ for help and 


guidance. If a person masters this then no force can 
oppose him. 


RELIANCE AND ADOPTING THE MEANS 


Sayyiduna ‘Umar Ibn-ul-Khattab & narrates 
that Rasülullah * said, “If you were to have 
reliance in Allah as is His right then indeed 
He would give you provision just as He 
provides the birds; they emerge hungry in 
the morning and return with a full stomach 
in the evening.” (At-Tirmidhi) 
Commentary: Tawakkul in its real sense is to 
believe firmly that no Being but Allah 3$ brings 
everything into existence. He is the owner of 
everything that exists. Everything is from Him and 
He is the provider. 


The hadith shows the merit of having the correct 
amount of tawakkul in that Allah 3$ will provide 
such a person with provisions. Rasülullah 3$ gives 
the example of a bird that flies out in quest of food 


but depends on Allah 3$ to provide it. Hence, we 
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learn from this that it is completely fine for man to go out and search for livelihood 
but he must adopt the required tawakkul in Allàh 3$ at the same time. 


Some people are under the false notion that to utilise the means to acquire an item 
is against tawakkul; whereas this is not the case. Tawakkul is that a person uses 
the means and relies on Allah 3$ who is the Musabbib-ul-Asbàb (Creator of the 
means). For example, a person should park his car, lock it and then rely on Allah 
3$ to protect it. However, if a person parks his car, does not lock it and says, “I 
have tawakkul that my car will be safe," then this is foolishness. 


BEING GRATEFUL TO ALLAH 34 


Sayyidunad Abu Hurayrah & narrates that Rastlullah ?* said, “Look 
towards those who are lower than you [with regards the world] and do 
not look at those who are higher [in rank] than you because it is more 
likely that you will not be ungrateful to Allah.” (Al-Bukhart, Muslim) 


Commentary: Allah 36 has mentioned a blanket rule in the Glorious Qur'an, 


(Recall the time) when your Lord declared, ‘If you express gratitude, I shall 
certainly give you more, and if you are ungrateful then My punishment is 


severe.’ (14:7) 
If one is grateful of the Bounties of Allah % with the heart, tongue and actions, 
Allah 3 will grant more; either He will give him more of that very blessing or He 


will grant him barakah in that gift or He will give him a new bounty altogether. 


Rasülullàh 3$, being the best of teachers, taught us how to bring this quality of 
gratitude into our lives. He 3$ mentions that we should look at those who are of 
a lower rank with regards to worldly favours. This means that they have less in 
comparison to us or that we have a bounty that they do not. The benefit of this is 
that we will be saved from the sin of showing ungratefulness to the Favours of 
Allah 45. On the other hand, if we look at those who have more than us with regards 


to worldly favours then the nature of man is that when he looks at somebody who 
has more than him, he feels that he does not have enough. 


‘Abdullah Ibn-ul-Mubarak 5$ mentions his own story that in his early days he 
would frequent the company of those who were wealthy, “I would always feel 
depressed and upset as I would look at a person’s clothes and would feel that he 
has better clothes than me. I would look at another person’s house and feel that he 
has a better and bigger house than me. However, as I changed my company and 
began staying with the poor, I would feel at peace as I would look at a person and 
feel that I have more than him; and therefore I would be grateful to Allah 35.” 


This should be the case with worldly matters. As for those matters in which people 
are better-off than us in Din and piety, we should look at those who are higher 


and better than we are as this will make us desirous of doing more and excelling 
further in Din. 
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happily. 
Imam Muslim eB 
reports a hadith in 
which it is stated 
that when the last 
third of the night 
remains, Allah #35 
proclaims. “Who 
shall supplicate to 
Me so that I accept 
his supplication? 
Who shall ask of Me 
so that I may grant 
his request? Who 
shall beg Me for 
forgiveness so that 
I may forgive him? 
Who shall give a 
loan to One Who has 
everything and Who 
does not oppress?” 
This announcement 
continues until 
dawn. Allah 3€ 
says that the loan 
should be given 
to “One Who has 
everything" so that 
no person thinks 
that Allah 35€ is in 
need of his wealth. 
It is only the spender 
who stands to gain. 
Nothing spent in 
Allah 3£'s way 


wasted because 


is 


the reward will 
certainly accrue jį 


the Hereafter. 


n 
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Questions 
~ and 
Answers 


by Hadrat Mawlana Muhammad 
Yusuf Ludhyanwi 5$ 








A person passed away in a state that he 


was wounded and had a bandage on it. 





When giving ghusl to this deceased, will 
the bandage be removed or will he be bathed in the 
same state? 


The bandage should be removed when 
giving ghusl as there is no need for the 
bandage. 


My question is that I have had a few teeth 
taken out and would like teeth implants. 





If I have implants of gold teeth, will my 
ghusl be valid? And will my salah be valid? In 
addition, should the gold teeth of the deceased be 
removed or should he be buried with them (or 1f he 


has any other type of false teeth)? 


[t is permissible to have implants of gold 
teeth if other [types of] teeth become 
ruined. And ghusl and wudü are valid 


with these teeth (when it is not possible to remove 





those teeth). If it is possible to remove the deceased 


person's false teeth then they should be removed. 


[n our area in Rohri a truck collided with 


a donkey-carriage due to which the carrier 





[.e. the person on the donkey-carriage| 
died. When the body reached his home, the Imam 
of the masjid buried him without giving ghusl. 
Due to the collision, blood had come out of the 
deceased's body and he had been badly injured and 
had been covered in mud. With all of this impurity, 


his janazah was performed and he was buried. Is 
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this deceased in the ruling of a shahid [i.e. martyr] 
of war and was his janazah salah valid? If not then 
what should be done now’? 


It was necessary to give him ghusl; 
A janazah was not correct without giving 
him ghusl, but nothing can be done now. 


Such a person [who dies in an accident] is not in the 
ruling of a shahid of war. 


Who can give ghusl to the deceased? Can 
a husband give ghusl to his wife or can 


the wife give ghusl to her husband? 


The wife can give ghusl to her [deceased] 
A husband but the husband cannot give 
ghusl to the wife. Males should give 
ghusl to a male and females should give ghusl to a 
female. If there is no male to give ghusl to a male 
or no female to give ghusl to a female then the 


deceased should be made to do tayammum. 


It is my request that we have experienced 
a dilemma, that is, does ghusl become 
wajib [on a person] by touching a dead 


body or not? We will also be satisfied if you inform 


us of what other fuqahà have said with regards this 





mas'alah. We hope you will also give us a solution 
from the Hanafi, Hanbali, Shafi*1 and Maliki figh. 


As far as I am aware, according to none 
A [of the imams], ghusl becomes wajib by 
touching a deceased's body. It comes in 
one hadith that, “Whoever touches the deceased 





ESTIONS & ANSWERS 
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should perform ghusl and whoever lifts the 
deceased should perform wudü." The Muhaddithin 
have commented on the soundness of its sanad 
(i.e. chain of narrators]. The fuqaha [jurists] of the 
Ummah have regarded the ruling as mustahabb. 
Imam Abi Sulayman Al-Khattabi 5$ has written in 
Ma‘alim-us-Sunan that, “I do not know of any such 
faqih who gives the ruling of ghusl being wajib 
upon washing the deceased or wudü being wajib 
upon lifting the deceased." Hence, ghusl or wudu 
is not wajib after touching the deceased; it will be 
sufficient to just wash the hands. 


If a person buys a kafn [i.e. the cloth used 
[9] to enshroud the deceased] and keeps it 
[on the side] then will he need to purchase 
a new kafn again each year [if he doesn't use it]? 
Most people say this that the cloth of kafn can only 


be used for one year; what is the Shar'1 status of 
this? 


This has no status in Shari'ah. It is not 
A| even necessary to purchase a new cloth 

for the kafn; it is also correct to do the 
kafn in [used but] washed cloths. 


When a male or female pass away, their 
(0) sewn clothes which they would wear 
during their life are present in their home. 
Regardless of this, an extra amount 1s spent and a 


kafn is purchased and sewn. Can one be buried in 


trousers, shirt or shalwar qamis |kurtah]? 
Sewn clothes are not used in the kafn. 
It is contrary to the Sunnah to use sewn 
clothes in the kafn. 
How correct is this statement that if the 
kafn which the deceased is made to wear 


is purchased and made in to layers then 


J> 


$osos0$es9 Only Mah 35 Knows Best FHS de e ede d e 
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à ed? 
[to use] this is haram for the deceas 


This statement is complete nonsense. 


Is it permissible to do the kafn in a cloth 
washed in the water of Zamzam? 


It is permissible to do the kafn in a 
cloth washed in the water of Zamzam. 
However, to wash the kafn in Zamzam is 
not substantiated from the pious predecessors. Most 


probably it became a custom within the people in 
order to acquire barakah. 


>| Fe) > 


My mother passed away and so I brought 
a female who bathes deceased women. 
She asked for some mehndi [henna] and 
after washing my mother, she applied mehndi 
to both of my mother’s feet i.e. to her soles. My 
household refrained her from this but this woman 
began informing us of different masa'il. In short, 
I would like to find out that is there any mention 
anywhere of applying mehndi to the feet of a 
deceased (female) who is wrapped in the kafn? 


A 


What she did was incorrect; she should 
not have applied mehndi to the feet of the 
deceased. 





When a janazah is passing-by near to us 
and we are seated then should we stand 





up in respect or not? [This is] because 
some people are seated in the shop and stand up 
[upon seeing the janazah] and others do not. 


If one intends to join the janazah then it is 
better to stand up, otherwise they should 
not stand up. 








Continued from page 3 


father, but his mother. Worried, he got up and 
went to see his father to find that he had, at 
some point during the night, departed for the 
hereafter. This in itself was a great honour, 
that he had left this world whilst engaged in 
worship. However, the detail mentioned by his 
son 1$ more amazing. He said that he found 
his father in the condition that the Qur'àn 
was still open and in his father’s hands. This 
means, according to his regular practice, Dr. 
Shafee must have performed his tahajjud salah, 
completed all his ma'mülat, performed his 
| Fajr salah, recited Sirah Yasin and also the 
Qur'an. Furthermore, when his son looked at 


the Qur'àn, it became apparent that he was on 

























the last page, which indicated that he had just 
completed the Qur'an. Subhanallah! What a 
praiseworthy final moment Allah % granted 


E my beloved friend! 


It is evident that, when a person makes Allah 
% his objective and lives a life striving to 
acquire His Pleasure, then his final moments 
will be in the same state. We should take lesson 
from such incidents and reflect on how we are 
leading our lives, so that we can mend our ways 
by sincerely repenting from a life of negligence 
and adopting a life of piety and devotion. 
May Allah % grant us all the tawfiq to live 
such a life that we breathe our last when we are 
engaged in acts that are most beloved to Him, 
so that we depart with His Forgiveness, Mercy 
and eternal Pleasure. Amin. 
| 
| VJ d 
s \ (Hadrat Mawlānā) 
4 Muhammad Saleem Dhorat 


E ORAL 





The Reckoning and Settlement 
of Accounts 


Sayyiduna Abū Hurayrah & narrates 
that the Prophet 3$ said: ‘Do you 
know who amuflis (a bankrupt person) 
IS? 

The Companions % said: ‘A muflis 
amongst us, O Prophet of Allāh, is one 
who has no money and no wealth.’ 


The Prophet = said: ‘A muflis of 
my ummah is one who, on the Day 
of Qiyamah, will bring salah, styam 
and zakah though he had sworn at 
someone, defamed someone, devoured 
the wealth of someone, spilt the blood 
of someone and beaten someone. So 
each of them will claim their rights 
from his good deeds. If his good 
deeds run out before the rights others 
have over him are fulfilled, their sins 
will be taken and flung upon him, 
then he will be thrown into the Fire.’ 
(Muslim) 


Sayyidunà Abū Hurayrah & narrates 
another hadith, wherein the Prophet 
Æ said: ‘Rights will be restored to 
those to whom they are owed (on 
the Day of Qiyamah) to the extent 
that justice will be obtained for the 
hornless sheep from the one with 
horns.’ (Muslim) 
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Great ‘Ilim 
Requires; 
Great “Amal 


Based on the teachings of Hadrat Mawlana 
Muhammad Saleem Dhorat hafizahullah 


(Part 1) 





by Mawlana Muhammad Lunat 





Every human sets goals in his life. He then 
exerts all his effort in order to attain these goals 
thereby considering himself successful. However, 
each individual’s goal will differ from person 
to person based on what he interprets success to 
be. According to some, success may be limited 
to this worldly life, whilst others believe that the 
true and everlasting success is the success of the 
Hereafter. Examples have been mentioned in the 
Glorious Qur'àn of individuals who had designated 
for themselves certain criteria to fulfil in order to 
consider themselves successful. Fir'awn assumed 
that by being the king of Egypt, he would become 
the most successful person. He said: 
And Fir'awn called out among his people; he 
said, 'O my people! Does not the kingdom of 


Egypt belong to me, and these rivers flowing 
beneath me; then do you not see?' (43:51) 


Another individual by the name of Qarun had 
thought that success was in wealth. Those who saw 
him and were inclined towards this worldly wealth 
said: 
Oh, would that we had like what was given 
to Qàrün. Indeed, he is one of great fortune. 
(28:79) 
These same individuals, who thought worldly 
success was the true success faced severe punishment 
and destruction. Allah 3$ has mentioned these 
examples to reveal to mankind that actual success 
is that which has been defined by Allah 3€ and not 


that which mankind decides for himself. 
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True Success 


It has been embedded within the hearts of every 
true believer that the true and everlasting success 
is that which has been defined by Allah 3€ and 
His Prophet 35. Allah 3 mentions in the Glorious 
Qur'àn: 
Indeed, those who have believed and done 
righteous deeds will have gardens beneath 
which rivers flow. That is the great success. 
(85:11) 
From this ayah, we learn that true success is the 
everlasting success of the Hereafter in which one's 
abode will be Jannah. Furthermore, Allah 3€ has 
informed His servants that in order to attain this 
success they will be required to do two things: 1) 
Bring Iman and 2) Carry out good actions i.e. the 
Commands of Allah 35. 


The first requirement, a believer already has, 
alhamdulillah. However, the second one — carrying 
out good actions — can only be fulfilled when one 
obtains true knowledge. Hence, there are now 
three essential items in order for one to acquire 
the everlasting success of the Hereafter: 1) Iman, 
2) ‘Ilm (Dini knowledge) and 3) Good actions. 
Thus, every Muslim is now left with two tasks: 1) 


Acquiring ‘Ilm and 2) Carrying out good actions. 


It is for this reason that when one studies the lives 
of the great luminaries, he will come to realise that 
the reason for their success was that they had both, 
ilm and 'amal (good actions) in their lives, To 






GREAT ‘ILM REQUIRES GREAT +a nes 
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delve into each and every incident of every pious 
predecessor would be an arduous task, however, to 
mention a few as an example let us take a glimpse 
into the lives of the four Great Imàms; Imàm Abü 
Hanifah $, Imam Malik $$, Imam Ash-Shafi‘i $ 
and Imam Ahmad 3$. 


Imam Abi Hanifah 5$ 


Imam Abi Hanifah $$ is a name familiar to all. He 
was a scholar of such a high calibre that he was also 
known as Al-Imàm Al-Akbar (The Great Imam) 
and Al-Imam Al-A*zam (The Great Imam). He had 
so much ‘ilm that Imam Ash-Shafi‘i $ has said 


regarding him: 


People are the subordinates of these [great] 
five [personalities]: The one who desires to 
thoroughly understand Figh then he [should 


become] the subordinate of Imam Abii Hanifah 
3... (Tarikh Dimashq) 


When it comes to deriving rulings from the Qur'àn 
and Ahadith then all of the fuqaha (jurists) (the likes 
of Sufyan Ath-Thawri &&, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i $$, 
Abi Thawr $$, Hasan Al-Basri $$ etc.) are all like 


the children of Imam Abi Hanifah $ and he is like 
their father. 





Despite this great ‘ilm and status, his ‘amal 1s 
more to marvel at. If he had given anyone a loan, 
and then happened to pass by that person’s house, 
he would not even take benefit from the shade of 
that person’s house, fearing that this may become 
a cause of him indulging in an interest-based 
transaction as he would be benefitting from the 
debtor’s assets. Although this is not in reality a 
form of interest, but due to the high standard of 
Imam Abū Hanifah #’s precaution he regarded this 











to be just as if he had lent some money to someone 
and in return asked for more. 


Another example of his exalted 'amal was that he 
never backbit anyone. Backbiting is a major sin 
from which very few individuals are able to refrain 


from. And to listen to someone backbiting is also 


T ‘ILM REQUIRES GREAT ‘AMAL 


a major sin from which one must refrain. Merely 
abstaining from backbiting anyone is not enough. 
Rather, one should not even listen to backbiting. 
Regarding this major sin, Imam Abū Hanifah @ 
used to say that if he would ever have backbit 
anyone then it would have been his mother; as 
when one backbites, the backbiter’s good deeds are 
transferred into the other’s account and no one is 


more deserving of one’s good deeds than his own 
mother. 


Imam Malik 5$ 


Imam Malik 3$ was also known as Imam Dar- 
ul-Hijrah (The Imam of Al-Madinah). In his era, 
his exaltedness in ‘ilm was known and accepted 
by all. It is for this reason that this statement was 


widespread on the tongues of the “Ulama of Al- 
Madinah: 


No one can pass [an Islamic] verdict whilst 

Imam Malik & is present in Al-Madinah? 

(Tuhfat-ul-Muhtaj) 
Along with his ‘ilm, his “amal was of a similar 
calibre. Before Imam Al-Bukhari = wrote his 
Sahih, the most authentic book after the Qur'an 
was the Mu'attà of Imam Malik 4$. When Imam 
Malik & was writing his Mu'atta, he was informed 
by his students that other “Ulama had also begun 
compiling their own mu’attas. Upon this, Imam 
Malik & replied that time will tell whose ‘amal has 
more sincerity. 


The point to ponder over is his sincerity, which 
is the most difficult quality to bring within one’s 
heart. The Mashayikh state that the last evil-quality 
to leave the heart of a salik (i.e. one treading the 
path of spiritual rectification) is love for fame. 
Today we see that only one Mu’atta remains; the 
Mu’atta of Imam Malik 5$ which is studied by 
many students in the ‘Alimiyyah Course. This 


bears testimony regarding the sincerity of Imam 
Malik & when he wrote his Mu’ atta. 


Continued in next issue 
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| Gathering 
Organised) fot 
New Muslims 


by Mawlana Isa Abdullah 


J 


(Part 1) 








Over many years the Islamic Da*wah Academy has 


. provided guidance and support to New Muslims 


ind Non-Muslims interested in Islàm to help them 
in their spiritual journey and quest. Since 1991 this 
da'wah service has been rendered by the founder 
of the Islamic Da^wah Academy (IDA), Shaykh- 
ul-Hadith, Hadrat Mawlana Muhammad Saleem 
Dhorat hafizahullah. As the IDA grew and its 
services expanded, this responsibility was passed 
over to Shaykh Mawlana Ayaz Sidat hafizahullah. 
It was on his hands that Allah 3€ blessed and 
oided me to embrace Islam back in 1995, when 
my beloved Shaykh hafizahullah delegated his 
student (i.e Shaykh Mawlana Ayaz sahib) to lead 
the tarawih salah in Richmond, Kentucky, USA in 
the Masjid of Dr Muhammed Umer from Zambia. 
Towards the completion of my ‘Alimiyyah studies 
at Jame‘ah Riyadul “Uloom (JRU), I was instructed 
by my beloved Shaykh hafizahullah to get involved 
in this da^wah effort undertaken by the IDA. 


During these years we have come across many 
wonderful people that have been blessed with 
sim and have decided to become servants of 
Allah 46. We also met many people who were not 
yet ready to submit but at least they moved on 
with a positive image about Islam, which in itself 
s also a great blessing. Classes for New Muslims 
have been available to them to help cater for their 
religious needs. These classes have always been 
accompanied with advice and counselling. Each 
New Muslim is a world of his/her own, with his/her 


own personal challenges, needing a lot of time to 
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adjust to his/her new lifestyle. 


We cannot thank Allah 3€ enough for having 
blessed us with this opportunity to help His servants 
connect to Him through Islàm, and especially to 
walk with them in shaping their lives according 
to the Qur'an and Sunnah. This is the greatest 
challenge. It is ‘relatively easy’ to make someone 
recite the Shahadah/Kalimah after Allah 3€ has 
opened a person's heart to Islàm, but it is a very 
arduous task to walk with these new reverts through 
the gate of Islàm and be with them from the time 
they are 'spiritually Muslim toddlers' till the time 
they know how to walk by themselves by being 
equipped with sound knowledge and spirituality. 
We are all in need of religious knowledge as well 
as the purification of our souls, but more so the 
reverts, because it is with these two elements that 
we will be able to live and to enter into Islam fully. 
Religious knowledge should be gained from the 
*Ulama (scholars), and spirituality and purification 
of the soul should be acquired under the guidance 


of a qualified and God-Fearing spiritual mentor or 
Shaykh. 


The social element of being part of the Muslim 
community is also very important. lt is a pity that 
in our communities so many New Muslims have 
been left to deal by themselves with their destinies, 
their lives, their problems, their families and their 
limited knowledge and maybe a few sheep have 
gone astray from their local flock. And those few 
lonely sheep who have survived this 
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journey, wherever they may live, in a small village 

or in a city flat, can bear witness that it is not easy 

to live Islàm on your own. 

As Muslims, being part of the Ummah of Prophet 
Muhammad 3$, we have many responsibilities; one 
of these, as stated before, is looking after, walking 
with and being there for the New Muslims. Although 
there are some very praiseworthy initiatives in 
our communities to assist New Muslims in our 
localities, we still have not done enough for these 


new servants of Allah 3&. 


This article presents excerpts of the valuable lectures 
that were delivered by Shaykh Mawlana Ayaz 
Sidat hafizahullah and Shaykh-ul-Hadith Hadrat 
Mawlana Muhammad Saleem Dhorat hafizahullah 
on the First Gathering of New Muslims (brothers) 
who had accepted Islam at the IDA and also the 
reverts that attend the spiritual gatherings and/or 
lectures of my beloved Shaykh hafizahullah. 


Invitations were sent out to all the New Muslims 
in our database who had accepted Islam through 
the IDA; it was pleasing to see some live in the 
US, India, Mexico, Poland, Zimbabwe, Jamaica, 
Greece and a few have made a head-start in 
their journey to the hereafter (may Allah $ bless 
their souls and make their abodes the Gardens of 
Paradise — Amin.) Our team fixed the date for this 
auspicious gathering to take place on the 8th of 
June 2013. Although this event took place a while 
back, these invaluable advices imparted on that 
day will always be relevant for every new Muslim 
regardless of the year and the place of his/her 
acceptance of Islam. Du‘as are requested for a 
gathering of this type to be organised again with 


Allah’s tawfiq and acceptance. 


Summary of the Advices Delivered by Shaykh 
Mawlana Ayadh sahib hafizahullah 


* Islam is a great blessing of Allah 3€ as He only 


guides those whom He wishes onto the straight 
path. 
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* [t is sometimes difficult for a born Muslim to 
understand and perceive difficulties and tests a 
person encounters when coming into Islam and 
the choices one has to make. When we ponder 
about becoming a Muslim, it becomes clear that 
it is not our own achievement. Rather, it is the 
grace and infinite Mercy of Allah 3$ to have been 
guided. 


After appreciating this great blessing there are 
certain things we need to apply into our lives to 
maintain a relationship with Allah 3$. When we 
do this He will make it easy for us to abide by 


these teachings of the Din. 


At times we feel the energy or urge to obey the 
Commands of Allah 3$; and at times we feel as 
if we have slowed down and become slack. This 
is the condition of every believer, whether he is a 


born Muslim or a revert. 


In a hadith reported in Sahih-ul-Bukhari and 
Sahih Muslim, we learn that a person who adopts 
three elements will be able to taste the sweetness 
of faith (Halawat-ul-Imàn) — making it very easy 
for him to follow the Din of Allah 3$. 


1) Making Allah 3$ and the Prophet Muhammad 
3 the most beloved in one’s heart. Rasülullah 2 
has said: 


None of you can be a complete believer until 
I am more beloved to him than his father, his 
children and the whole world. (Al-Bukhari, 
Muslim) 


- The reason for this love is that the Prophet 3 
was sent as a saviour for humanity. If he was 
not sent in this world, we would not have been 
guided, we would not have known the path 


leading to Allah 3$ and eternal success. 


- Similarly the love for Allah $$ is necessary 
because He is our Creator. We were non-existent 
and Allah 3$ brought us into existence. Along 


with this, He blessed us with endless blessings. 


——M M RUE EE 
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. One easy method of adopting the love for 
Allah 3$ is, as recommended by our Shaykh 
hafizahullah, to ponder over all favours Allah 3€ 
has blessed us with. Anyone with sound intellect 
and understanding would always feel ashamed 
to go contrary to the desires of the one who has 
showered him with so many blessings. 


- No matter how far from Din a person is, all that 
is required as a stepping stone is that for 2 to 5 
minutes daily, he should think of a Favour of 
Allah 3$. By doing so, automatically this feeling 
will be created in one's heart of not disobeying 
the Rights of the One Who has blessed us with so 
many blessings and favours. This would give you 
the boost and energy that will enable you to try to 
fulfil the Commands of Allah $5. 


2) Loving a person for the Sake of Allah 35 


- When a person loves or befriends someone then 
his love for that person should only be for the 
Sake of Allah 36. Such a person will also acquire 


the sweetness of Iman. 


- Usually we only befriend someone due to some 
worldly oriented reason. Hence, someone who 
is of no worldly benefit to us, we would not 
befriend. However, such friendship will come to 
an end in the Hereafter. 


-Only that friendship will remain in the Hereafter 
which was for the Sake of Allah 3€. Allah 3€ 
will call out on the Day of Judgement, “Where 
are these who loved one another for My sake?” 
(Muslim) 


- We cannot imagine what a great blessing 
Islamic brotherhood, friendship and love for one 
another for the Sake of Allah 3€ is. Many people 


"El  — 3^ 
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are born Muslims, but never ponder upon this 


concept. 


- Islam teaches us that to show love and affection 
to one and all. We should visit those who are 1ll, 
in hospital or at home 


- To gauge if one’s friendship is for worldly 
gains or for the Sake of Allah 38, one should 
see his attachment with his friend in times of 
hardship, illness and difficulty. In thick and thin 
a believer’s friendship always remains the same. 


3) To dislike returning back to disbelief. 


- The third quality which brings the sweetness 
of Iman is when a person dislikes returning back 
to disbelief after Allah 3€ has blessed him with 
Faith. 


- For a person who is a revert this would be in 
the literal sense. And for a person that was born 
(and brought up as a Muslim) this also applies to 
them that when he has been blessed with Iman. 
he should appreciate it so much that he would not 
want to give it up for anything else. 


e We should all attempt to bring these 3 advices 
of the Prophet 35 into our lives. If we were to do 
so, insha' allah we will see much change in our 


lives. 


* Everyone is in need of guidance until we depart 
from this world as we do not know when 
Shaytan, our eternal enemy, can have the better 
of us leading us astray. 


May Allah 3€ give us all the tawfiq and ability to 
act upon these advices. Amin. 


Continued in next issue 








The Noble Prophet # said: «n 


The most beloved actions in the sight of Allah are the regular ones, even if they 
amount to little in quantity. (Al-Bukhari, Muslim) 
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The Causes; of 
Dr ought & 
Cal amities 


by Hadrat Mawlānā Ashraf ‘Ali Thānwī 5$ 





The prominent causes of drought and plague have 


been mentioned in Ibn Mājah. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah 
[bn ‘Umar & narrates: 


Ten people from among the Muhajirin came to 
Rasülullah 3$, among whom I was also present. 
He said: "O Muhajirin, there are five things I 
ask Allah's refuge from you falling into them: 


1. When shamelessness becomes prevalent 
and it is practised openly (without fear). 
They become entangled in plague and in such 
diseases that never existed during the time of 
their forefathers. 


2. When a nation cheats in measures and 
weights they become afflicted by drought, 
hardships and an oppressive ruler. 


3. When a nation stops the giving of Zakah 
from their wealth, they become deprived of 
rain. If it were not for the animals it would 
never have rained. 


4. When people break promises, Allah sets over 
them their enemies from another nation who 
will forcefully take away their belongings. 

5. When their leaders refrain from giving 
verdicts according to the Commands of Allah, 


Allah Most High brings murdering and killing 
in-between themselves. " 


This hadith informs us of the misfortune and 
epidemic that results from various sins. From this the 
result of misdeeds has been proven, such as plague 
and astonishing new diseases due to indecency and 


obscenity, and drought due to cheating in weights, 
measures and not giving Zakah. 


IHE CAUSES OF DROUGHT & CALAMITIES 








Ibn ‘Abid Ad-Dunya & has narrated from Sayyiduna 
‘Ammar ibn Yasir 4 and Sayyiduna Hudhayfah 4 
that Rasulullah 3% said: 


Verily when Allah Most High wishes to take 
revenge from His bondsmen, He makes their 
children die and makes their women barren 
(incapable of bearing offspring). Then the 
revenge descends in such a state where none 
among them remain worthy of mercy. 


From this hadith it becomes apparent that sin is the 


cause of widespread dying of children. 


In the Mu‘jam-ut-Tabarani it has been narrated 
from Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 4 that 
Rasülullah 3% said: 


When a nation decreases (cheats) in measures 
and weights, Allah pulls back rain. When 
adultery and fornication becomes rampant in 
people, death (calamities) become widespread 
amongst them. When killing one another 
becomes common among people, Allah sets 
over them their enemies. When the deeds of 
the people of Lüt becomes apparent, Allah 
will make them sink into the ground. When 
a nation refrains from enjoining what is right 
and preventing evil, their deeds will not be 
accepted nor their du‘as. 


We gather from this hadith that cheating in measures 


and weights lessens rain and adultery brings about 
calamities. 


Sammak ibn Harb relates from *Abd-ur-Rahmàn 
the saying of “Abdullah ibn Mas'üd 4: 
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When usury, interest and adultery appears in 
a settlement, Allah 35 orders the destruction of 
that place. 


We come to know from this hadith that riba 
(interest) and zina (adultery - fornication) both are 
causes of destruction, These are the two means of 
destruction, the loss of wealth and the loss of life, 


which are to be found in droughts and calamities. 


Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal # reports from Sayyiduna 
‘Amr ibn-ul-‘As 4 that I have heard Rastlullah 33 
say: 


There is no nation wherein zinā becomes 
prevalent, but they shall be caught up in 
drought. And there is no nation wherein 
bribery appears, but they will be caught up in 
terror and fear. 


A hadith in Sahih Muslim states: 


Cover your utensils and close your (leather) 
water bags, because during the year there is one 
night wherein calamity descends. Whichever 
utensil or water bag it passes that is not 
covered, the calamity enters into it. 


From the previous collection of ahadith a few causes 


of drought and calamities have been ascertained, 
which are: 


|. Open indecency, shamelessness and obscenity. 
2. Adultery and fornication. 

3, Cheating in measures and weights. 

4. Not giving Zakah. 

5. Sinning openly. 

6. Dealing in interest. 


7. To leave utensils etc. uncovered at night. 


If anyone is in doubt that for misdeeds only the 
sinners should be punished, why should drought, 
plagues and calamities affect all. The answer to this 
Is that the majority of the people keep themselves 
away from sin, but do not, even when possessing 
the power, to strongly restrain the errant by using 
their hands or tongues, or even by cajoling them 
or at least feeling offended or detesting such non- 
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virtuous acts. They regularly mix and are cheerful 
towards such open sinners. To treat a criminal in 
this manner is in itself a crime. They too become 
engulfed with them when punishment is meted out. 
Allah 3$ says in the Qur’an: 


And guard yourselves against a chastisement 
which cannot fall exclusively on those of you 
who are wrong-doers, and know that Allah is 
severe in punishment. (8:25) 


It is mentioned in the Musnad of Imam Ahmad, 
that Rastlullah 3% said: 


Those who have passed before you, if a person 

among them sinned, a restrainer would come 

and restraint that person by saying Fear Allah. 

The next day the restrainer would sit with the 

sinner and eat and drink together, as if on the 

previous day no sin was observed. When Allah 

Most High saw this situation, He put the effect/ 

influence of the one’s heart on the other and 
made all accursed. Their Prophets Dawtid % 
and ‘Isa *3 say that this happened just because 
they were disobedient and transgressed the 
limits. I swear an oath on that Being in whose 
control lies the life of Muhammad %% that either 
you people continue to enjoin what is right and 
prevent from what is wrong. Catch the hands 
and prevent those who disobey, and by force 
put them on to the correct path, otherwise 
Allah will put the effects of one’s heart on to 
the other and make you too of the accursed, as 
He had made those people of the accursed. 


Misar $$ reports that an angel was ordered to push 
a certain community into the earth. The angel said: 
"O Lord, a certain person among them is a great 
‘abid (worshipper).” It was commanded that the 
punishment be begun with the “abid, because at no 


time did the colour of his face change because of 
Me. 


He did not show anger and dissatisfaction on 
observing transgressions. If one observes à sin Or 
misdeed being committed, and this does not change 
the feeling of one, it is probable that Allāh & will 
include all such persons in His punishment. 


THE CAUSES OF DROUGHT & CALAMTETIEc 


A hadith in Sahih Muslim states that Rastilullah 3X the punishment of drought, plagues etc.? This is 


said: the answer to this: In the manner that calamities 
If anyone among you observes a deed committed is a means of punishment, at times this becomes 
that is contrary to the Shari'ah, such an act a source of gaining a higher status and increase in 
should be stopped by the means of the hand. reward. And for the pious, drought and calamities 


If one does not have such power, the tongue 
should be used. If one cannot do this too, (i.e. 
that by using the tongue one will fall into some 


are a source of mercy. Imam Al-Bukhari 5? reports 


from Sayyidah *A'ishah & that she said: 


difficulty), then one should feel strong hatred I enquired from Rasülullah # regarding plague. " f the prophets xm (Part 14) 

for such unvirtuous acts in the heart, and this He said: “It is a punishment, on whom Allāh Short Stories O 

is the weakest of Iman. (Le. If one does not wishes He sends down. Verily Allah has made SAGI he 

have contempt for such act in the heart then it a mercy for the Ahl-ul-Iman (people who Sayyiduna Salih = I-Hiir in the north of Arabia. 

the Iman of such a person is unknown). Do) Iman). If plague mu a pesos The peopl e of Thamüd lived in a valley called Al- yi e asily. Cattle and sheep 
If one has doubt regarding those people, who keep eer E Ug Did ED E UE The land was good and fertile SO everything grew y thing When e[zTeJe]- have 
away from sins themselves and restrain others too EOM al m pains es EA razed on the land; and the people had plenty of every a AU M d 
from sins, and if the sinner does not refrain, then that only that will happen what Allàh has : lot, they sometimes forget who provides them therelore, dá d CEA EX 
they cut off relationship with them. In such a case ordained, such a person will gain the reward 2d When this happened, Allah 4 through his KI . 


forgot about Allah 55. 


Phy Co these, peopica a canes) tn Vli zi ph cA cawidunà Salih # as a prophet to help the people. 
ayy’ Y 





Salih E told the people to worship and remember Allah 5€ but inay just laughed 
at him and did not pay any attention. However, Salih # did not give up. He again 


The calendar used in most countries is called the Gregorian Calendar and is based on and again called them to worship nian "t: and soon a few people eer 
_ the solar year i.e. the time it takes the Earth to complete a full orbit of the sun. This takes | Salih # was right and began to EM This angerec the leader SO | amua. " 
364.25 days. This period is then divided into 12 months (January to December) some con- | They did not want the people to listen to Sain &. They dia not believe that Sālih 
taining 30 days, others 31 days and February 28 or 29 days. 42 was a prophet. The leaders asked Salih © to prove his prophethood and 
|, The Islamic Calendar is based on the lunar month i.e. the time it takes for the moon to demanded a miracle. aney told Sālih # to bring out a camel from the mountains. 
|, complete a full orbit of the Earth. A lunar month can be either 29 or 30 days long. 12 of | Salih *£ prayed to Allah = and Allah $ accepted his prayer and a huge camel 
, these months make up the Islamic year, as highlighted in the Glorious Quran: | appeared from the direction of jus mountain. The camel gave lots of milk so all 
| Verily, the number of months with Allàh is twelve months, so was it ordained the poor people had enough to drink, and they were very happy. Upon seeing 
| by Allàh on the day when He created the heavens and the earth. Four of Salih © and nis DUNS so happy, the leaders of Thamüd became angry again 
| them are sacred... (9:36) and decided to get rid of the camel. 





| The Islamic year has 354 days and is therefore around 10 days shorter than the solar Salih # warned them that if they harm the camel then Allàh 5€ will ish 

| year. An interesting fact arising from this difference is that an Islamic month e.g. Ramadan | B however, they continued with their evil plan and oar "i punisn them 

| will move through all the seasons — it's possible for Ramadan to occur in the long, hot once again persuaded them to turn to Allah 3 rx y Killed the camel. Salih 
days of summer and also the cold, short days of winter! etl raised rp ask for forgiveness but they 

| The 12 months of the Islamic Calendar are: T 

| Realising that the people were never going to chan alih 3 

«2 Rabr'ul Awwal E Rabi’ | ge, Salih & took all th 

abrul Akhir —— | people away from the valley. Three days after Salir « 'S Warni e good 

van, Rajab +1 Sha'bàn filled the air, followed by strong earthquakes which dest ming, thunderbolts 

iB Dhul Qadah EFA Dhul Hijjah the bad people. Stroyed the valley 














se Muharram 222 Safar 
s Jumādal Ula 3 Jumadal Akhirah 
=) Ramadan JI" Shawwal 
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CHILDREN‘ 





Aminah was a pious lady who lived with her 
husband. Her husband would go to other 
villages to make furniture for people. He 
would only return home on the weekends. 
Aminah would bake bread and sell it to local villagers. She was also a generous 


lady; everyday she would bake an extra loaf and leave it on the doorstep for any 
poor person who was in need of bread. 


The Man in Rags 
By Mawiana Zahid Makda 
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Every morning, a man in rags would take this loaf of bread. To Aminah’s surprise, 
he would never say jazakallah; instead, he would quietly say, “If you are grateful 
then Allah 3 will increase your blessings!" This went on for many days. 


Aminah was confused; she began to feel that this poor person takes the bread 
but never shows gratefulness himself. Shaytan began whispering evil ideas into 
her mind, "Don't make bread for this person anymore. Give him raw bread. Don't 


put salt in the dough." But because Aminah was a pious lady she ignored these 
whispers. 





After a few weeks, Aminah needed something from the market place. So, after her 
husband had returned, she went with him to purchase what she needed. To their 
surprise, as they walked through the streets and passed by different stalls, many 
people began to say jazakallah to her. Her husband asked her if these were her 
customers, but she replied, "None of these faces are familiar. I don't remember 
any of these people coming to buy bread from me!” 


That night, Aminah could not sleep. She kept on thinking, "Why were all those 
people saying jazakallah to me?" 


In the morning she decided to do something different. When the man in rags took 
his bread, she secretly followed him. As he walked through the streets, another 

poor person came and asked him for bread. So he gave that person the bread and 
went home empty handed. Aminah was gob-smacked, "This man is more generous 


‘The food for two will suffice three persons." (Al-Bukhari, Muslim) 


2. Our Din also teaches us to give preference to others. If we can do without a 


certain item as another person is more in need of it then we should give that item 


to them. This is a very commendable deed as those Sahabah 4 who did this have 
been praised by Allah 3$ in the Qur'an. 


3. If a person does us a favour then in return we should do them a favour too. 


KEEPING THE HEART FREE FROM ILL-FEELINGS AND JEALOUSY 























Sayyiduna “Abdullah ibn “Amr 
4 did not see the man perform 


Sayyiduna Anas 4 reports that 
they were once sitting with 
Rasülullàh 5€ when he said, “A 
man from amongst the people 


any salah during the night. All 
he did was to engage in dhikr 
‘Allāhu Akbar’ 
whenever he awoke at night 


of Jannah shall now appear | and recite 
before you.” A man from the 
Ansar then arrived with his | and turned on the other side. He 
beard dripping with water | then continued sleeping until 
from his wudü and hanging his 
Shoes over his left hand. The 
next day, Rasulullàh 3* said 
the same thing and the same 
man again appeared as he did 
the first time. On the third day, 


Rasülullah 3$ again repeated his 


the Fajr salah. “Apart from 
this,” Sayyiduna “Abdullah ibn 
‘Amr # recalls, "I heard him 
speaking only good.” After the 
three days had passed, I was 
on the verge of thinking that 
his deeds were not deserving 
[of the accolade Rasulullah 3 
paid to him], when I enquired, 
“O servant of Allah! There was 
never any argument or severed 
tie between my father and I. 
[I wanted to stay with you 


because] on three occasions I 


words, and the man appeared 
yet again in the same state as 
he did previously. 

After Rasulullah 5$ had stood 
up [and left], Sayyiduna 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr [ibn Al- 
'As] 4 followed the man saying 


suit. I have however not seen 
you do anything extraordinary. 
What is it that you do to deserve 
what Rasulullàh * said?" 


"There is nothing besides 
what you have observed," the 
man replied. When Sayyiduna 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr = was 


leaving, the man called him 


back and said, “There is 
nothing besides what you 
have observed. However, 


another thing is that I harbour 
absolutely no  ill-feelings 
towards any Muslim and I do 
not begrudge anyone for any 
good that Allah 4S has granted 
him." Sayyiduna “Abdullah 
ibn ‘Amr “© confirmed, “It is 
this that has conveyed you [to 
the status Rastlullah @ gave 
you|." (Ahmad) 


than me! He is in need of the bread yet he gives preference to other people who are 
in need.” From that day on, she would make two extra loafs; she would leave one 


on her doorstep for the man in rags and the other loaf, she would deliver to this 
man's home. 


to him, “I had an argument | heard Rasulullah 38 say, ʻA 


Another narration names the 
Sahabi as Sayyiduná Sa'd X. 
At the end of this narration it 
states that Sayyidunii Sa'd & 
said, “There is nothing besides 
what you have observed. dear 


nephew. I never go to 


with my father and swore not | man from amongst the people 


t0 go home for three days. | of Jannah shall now appear 


Do you think that you could | before you.’ On each of the 


accommodate me at your place | three occasions, it was you 
Morals: until the period expires?" When | who appeared. I therefore made 


1. Our Din teaches us to share with others. If we have food, and another person up my mind to stay with you 


lhe man agreed, Sayyiduna 
arrives, we should offer and serve them our food. Rasilullah 3& has mentioned. 


Abdullah ibn ‘Amr 4 stayed 
with him for three days. 





for three days to observe your 


with any ill-feelings for an 
actions so that I may follow 


Muslim." (Aba Ya'là, Bazzar) 


CHILDREN’S CORNER 
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Behaving Hospitably Towards 
Visitors 

oayyiduna 'Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
=> narrates, “When I once visited 
Rasulullah 55, he threw to me a pillow 
stuffed with bark. However, I did 
not sit on it (out of respect) and it lay 


there between him and I." (Ahmad) 
Sayyiduna Umm Sa'd &, who was the 
daughter of Sayyiduna Sa'd ibn-ur- 


Rabi‘ =, reports that, she once went to 


see Sayyiduna Abu Bakr “ (for some need because he was Khalifah). He spread out 


for her a sheet, on which she sat. Sayyiduna ‘Umar @ then entered and asked about 


her. Sayvyiduna Abu Bakr & replied, “She is the daughter of someone who was greater 


than vou and I." “Who is he, O Khalifah of Rasulullah 5€?" Sayyiduna ‘Umar & asked. 


Sayviduna Abu Bakr -& replied, "He was a man who passed away during the time of 


Rasulullah 3€. He has already prepared his abode in Jannah while you and I are still 


alive (not knowing what our plight will be)." (At-Tabaran1) 





earthen (or stone) container overnight (so that he 


may enjoy a sweet drink the following day)." (Al- 


Adab Al-Mutrad) 
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Sayyiduna Sahl ibn Sa'd & narrates that Sayyiduna 
Abu Usayd As-Sa'idi # invited Rasulullah # for 
his wedding (Walimah). His wife who was the new 
bride was actually serving the guests on that day. 
She once said, "Do you know what I soaked for 


Rasulullah 3€? I soaked for him a few dates in a little 













